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ABSTRACT 



This collection of abstracts is part of a continuing 



series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 20 
titles discuss a variety of topics, including the following: (1) 
caregiver talk to toddlers in dyadic and polyadic care; (2) 
communication tactics for neutralizing verbal aggression; (3) 
physical attractiveness and nonverbal skills; (4) the effects of 
communication training on marital communication , sati sf action , and 
&elf-concept; (5) the interpersonal relationships of teachers, 
parents, and students; (6) evaluation of a communications skills 
program with stepfather-adolescent-mother triads; (7) the 
parent-adolescent dyad in the formation of political attitudes and 
perceptions; (8) communication equity and conversation in marital 
dyads; (9) a curriculum project in interpersonal communication and 
relationships; (10) communication strategies of public school and 
Montessori parents and teachers; (11) human communication networking 
in a teleconferencing environment; (12) communication barriers 
inhibiting sex education in the home; (13) interpersonal 
relationships as reflected in eleventh grade learning style 
preferences; and (14) the effects of interviewer presumptuousness and 
interviewee sex on interviewee self-disclosure in a female-conducted 
counseling interview. (HTH) 
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this blbllograiphy has been compiled as part of a continuing series designed 
to make Information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC 
system. Monthly Issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are revlewe|d In 
order to compile abstracts of dissertations ton related topics, which thus become 
accessible In searched of 'the ERIC data base. Ordering Information for the dls- 
'sertatlons themselves Is Included at the end of the bibliography. 
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• CAMOIVER TALK TO TODDLERS IN DYADtC AND 

ROLVADIC CARE Ordtr No. DA8223096 

DIWTHVU Qautt, So D Co^umbi^ Unhershy TeBChers CotiogM, 
1082; I66pp Sponsor. FfOles&or DAayne E Huebner 

Previous tes»eaich suogests that ced^in features of iKe early 
language environment may foster first language acquisition. Thia . . . 
Study tuammed whether the incidence of these features vary ur\6of 
different chUd care conditions Caregiver dtscoufS% ^as compared in 
two child care settings^ dyadic versus polyadic, and at two levels of 
caregiver child socio emotional relations, primary versus secDndary 
attachment. 

Five caregivers wete each observed a total of 180 minutes divided 
, equally over three sessions {i) caregiver as mother in dyadic care 
with her o*kfl toddler at home, (b) caregiver as mother /teacher with 
her own tc^ddier in poiyadic care at her home» and (c) caregiver as- 
teachar ^ith the of^^er matched toddler in poiyadic care at her home, 

A total of 3769 .caregiver speech acts were analyzed. The f test 
wai used to corr^pare three pairs of group means; the level of 
signiflcarice was set at 01 Of the ten caregiver talk scores annlyied, 
three were feund to be statistically significant the Total TalK jicore 
under condition a versus b favoring condition a and under cor^dition a 
vtrsus c favoring condition a; the Total Spontaneous Talk score 
undtr condition a versus c v.tth condition c having the gieater mean; 
and the Total Responsive Talk score under condition a versus c 
favoring conditioft a 

The results sogiest that group care programs where toddU-rs* own 
mothers play an active role have benefits for toddlers in, that the 
responsive speech of "the mother to her own toddier'at home is 
replicated in the group care s'ett<ng Further, it appears that the 
another's increased responsivity to her own toddler is, in pan, among 
many other variables because of farmliarity* This observation 
suggests that toddlers in group care should remain with the name 
caregiver fir the dilation of the time that they are enrolled in the 
group care center. 



COMMUNICATION TACTICS FOR NEUTRALIZING VERBAL . 
AGCRESSION Order No. DA8215120 

Botd, WtvLiAM Earl. Ph.O. Washington Sfefe Unlvraity, 1902. 
177pp. Chairmant Robert Nofsinger 

This study describes how intoractants manipulate IKeir talk In 
Ofder to neutralize or inhibit the expreaaion of verbal aggression. 
Focusing on talk, the study describes how Interactanta construct 
cofwarsfllions to Implement various strategies of neutralization. 
Tranacripis of cidei police officers* attempts to neutrallie aggressive 
convefsillona during training exerclaea and veteran police officers In 
role-playing tituations provide the data for the Investigation, 

Varbal aggression is defined as a set of Interaction atrategies 
conaisting of competitive, ad homlnem arguments. Instead of 
expressing a cooperative and sincere task orientation. Based on this 
deflnmon ind a review of the verbal aggression literature, two major 
inlaractlon goals for neutralizing verbal aggression areformulat^j: 
(1) the creation of a cooperative rather than competitive interaction, 
and (2) maintaining a task or problem aoMng orientation. 

Goffman's description of the concept of face provides a basic tool 
for thia Investigation Face is described as consisting of two 
components: protective face (the desire of an Interactant that his/her 
actiona be unimpeded by others); and supportive face (the desire of 
an Intaractant that his/her wants be desirable to others). This 
description of face provides a link betv^^n the neutralization goals 
oumned in the verbal aggression literature and the resources used to 
conalruct conversation, as described In the conversation analysis 

^R«ources are elements (words, gestures. Intonatlona, etc.) which 
are conventionally available for an Interactant to use in constructing a 
cofwersation. A hierarchical framework of the structural components 
of conversation Is used to investigate the resources This framework 
provides a map of the topic, turn and act type resources used in 
conversation. ^ ^ 

The investigation irvlicates that interactants routinely use two 
basJc types of tactics in the successful neutraJiration of verM 
aaaression: (1) the retroactive definition of resources, and (2) the 
proacjive definition of resources. Th«ie tactics function to constrain 
the Dotemial for verbal aggresaiort by restricting the reaources 
O ilabia to the Interactants Tt>e tacttca ha^ thtlr baala in the Ulk of 
I Interactania and function aa affectlva vifsys of nwitraflzlng 

grmloa 



PHYSlpAL ATTRACTIVENESS AND NONVERBAL SKILLS 

Order No. DA8216230 
BniOEAU, LiNOA Bafibara^ Ph The University of Wisconsin • 
Madison, 1982. I50pp Supervisor: Professor Vernon L. Alien 

The present research investigated the relatiori between physical 
attractiveness and nonverbal encodir»g and''decoding skills, A positive 
relation v^as expected between physical attractiveness and the ability 
to encode and decode visual and vocal cues to emotion Subjects in 
study one produced facial and vocal cues fo^five emotions (fear, 
anger, sadness^ happiness, and dis^gust). In study two subjects 
Identified other persons', emotionai expressions by using either visual 
or vocal cues. 

It was predicted that physical attractivertess would be more * 
strongly related to nonveral encoding si^tlis than to decoding skills. 
The results strongly supported the prediction. Nonverbal decoding 
skills were not significantly related to physical attractiveness, by 
contrast^ physical attractiveness-was a good predictor of visual and 
vocal encoding skill for ferr»aies, but not for males. 

The present research also investigated the role of quantity of 
social interaction as a possible mediator of the relation between 
physical attractiveness and nonverbal encoding skills. Results 
indicated that amount of current social interaction did not account for 
the correlation between females' physical attractiveness and their 
nonveibai encoding accuracy. 



THE EFFECTS OF COiyfMUNICATION TRAINING ON MARITAL 
COMMUNICATION, MARITAL SATISFACTION AND SELF- 
CONCEPT Order No. DA8219094 
BusiCK, Carole Ann, Ph,D. Texas A&M University, 1982. 139pp. 
Chairman: I Dr. Arthur J, Roach 

The primary purpose of this study was to determine the 
effectiveness of the Minnesota Couples Communication Program 
(MCCP) in enhancing communication skills, marital satisfaction and 
self concepts The underlying assumption was that if spouses, through 
participation In the MCCP^ could irnprove the effectiveness of their 
communication, they would In turn increase the amount of 
aatlsfactton they derive from their marital relationship and further, that 
they would experience a positive change in the way they viewed 
themselves as individuals, as spouses^ and as social beings. 

A total of 36 married couples (n s 72) parllclpated In this study. 
The experimental groups composed of IS couples, and the control 
group. 21 couples, completed the following Instruments^ the Marital 
Communication Inventory (MCI), the Marital Satisfaction Scale (MSS) 
and the Tennessee Self Concept Scale (JSCS). Testing was done 
prior to the first session of the MCCP. Immediately following the fourth 
aession and finally after a 10 week period following the completion of 
the program. Control couples were given tests identical to thoae 
administered to experimental couples at time intervals equivalent to 
the pre-, post- and follow-up testing of the experimental groupa. 

Research hypotheses were studied using a split plot factorial 2x2 
X 3 design. Each of the six dependent variables (marital 
communication, marital satisfaction, personal self. famj|y self, social 
aetf, and total P) was treated Individually with an anafysb of variance 
wiUi repeated measures over sex and trials. 

Findings showed the MCCP resulted in couples* increased 
aatlsf action with their marriages arKf overall level of a^H concept (total 
P), Further, H was found that that upect of the sell malleable to this 
type of intervention was the peraonal self. The program also produced 
highly significant Increases In communication skills but becauae of 
di^erencea In the tv^ treatment groups at pre-test. it iadlfficutt to 
Interpret thia finding. 
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' THE IKT£IIPEFlSONAt ftCLATIONSHlPS OF TEACHERS, 
* PAHEIfrSs AND STUOENTS: A COMPARISON Of ^ 
PERCEPTIONS Ordt r No. OASS^ 1062 

CoOFtfi, KiNNTTM BAimii. PH 6 Unhoestly gt Co/or Ado tf Boutdar, 
1082 b32pp Director Asaocittt Prof tssor Russell W. M6yart 

The primary purpose of the study was to assist teachers, parents 
. and students in increasing the accuracy of the^r Intergroup 
Intefpersonal perceptions. It was a partial replication of a 1951 study 
completed in Massachusetts by Jenkins and Lippitt. The research 
probleni statement for this study was. "What are the Interpersonal 
perceptions which are present in the teacher parent and teacher* 
student relationships within the Saint Vrain Valley School District Of 
Colorado * Forty five sixth grade teachers, forty five sixth- grade 
students, and or>e of the parents of each student paticipated in the 
research. 

The interview was the main tool employed to gather data. Ait 
participants responded to the same eight open ended interview 
dueations as follows (1 A) What are the things that elementary 
•choof teachers do that parents like? (IB) What are the things that 
etemerUary school teachers do that parents dislike? (2A) What are the 
ttilngt that parents do that alementitry schoof teachers like? 
(2B) What are the things that parents do that elementary schoo) 
teachem dislike? (3A) What are the things that elementary school 
ttacheii do that studenu tike? (3B) What are the things that 
elementary school teachers do that students dislike? (4A) Whtt are 
^ things that students do that elementary school teachers like? 
(4B) What are the things that students do that elementary school 
teachers dislike? 

Responses were categorized and intergroup comparisons were 
made. Erroneous interpersonal perceptions were highfighted and 
dlacuseed 

The major conclusions are as follows: (1) There are several 
potentially eerloua areas of intergroup interpersonal misperceptions 
(n the teacher parent and teacher student relattonehips which may be 
% cofitrttHitlng to strayed intergroup refatlona and which may be 

inhibiting intergroup hamiony and cooperation. T^m areas of 
mtiperceptlon have changed little over time. (2) Teachers appeared 
toe dependent upon perentslor social or friendship ties than were 
teachers in the earlier study, white parents appeared to be more 
crltJceJ. more demanding, and less Uusling of teachers. (3) In general, 
' Inter^^oup perceptions of the teacher atudenl relationship appear 
relatively urKhanged over time. 



A STUDY OF THE THEORETICAL RELATIONSHIP OF 
^ El^ECTIVENESS OF COMMUNICATION LEVEL OF MARITAL 
iklTlMACY TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE CONFOUNDING 
IFFECT OF INTERACTIONAL STYLE Order No. DA8223408 
Dim*. James Jehomc, Ph O. The University of ConnociktiU 1982. 
104pp. 

Th^ Study investigated the a'^umption that marital intimacy is 
targei^ ^termined by the ettectiveness of communication between 
marital partners. The couple s particular style of Interaction was 
thought to confound the rtlationsKip between communication and 

intimacy . 

The methodology for answering the research hypotheses was an 
ANCOVA procedure. A sample of 30 couples was selected from a 
population that couW be characterised as being homogeneous and 
mlddle*class 

The null form of two research hypotheses were supported 
SpecfHcally, it appears that the level of effective communication, 
taking into account the effect of interactional style, does not explain a 
significant proportion of the variance in the self -expressed measure of 
marital intimacy for the subjects of this study 

Four implications for future research were generated (1) To 
Identify some of the developmental stages that most marriages 
endure and to investigate how the stage of alnarriage might effect the 
COupfe's level of communication and their feelings of intimacy (2) To 
more completely Investigate the idea that Interactional aty|es can be 
claaemed along a continuum {3) To develop a way of measuring the 
possibly unconscious phenomena called ^conventionality* so that its 
effect might be included in quantitative analysis of the forces effecting 
level of sell-expressed mariul intimacy, (4) A stratified random 
sample of adequate size should be used in replication atudies to 
. r--Otfnl for the inherent ImUbllWy of the multiple rcgreseion slallslics 
- < vetl at to ldtft% some slgnincant variation In ^ectiveness of 
nmunlcetlon and style of Interaction between groups 



ERIC 



A GENERAL SEMANTICS EXTENSIONALIZATION: A STUDY 
OF SELF-REFtEXIVENESS IN SMALL GROUP PROBLEM 
SOLVING Orde r No. D A822 1 936 

HEaERT, Patrick Joseph, Pm,D. Southern IWnois University af 
Csrbofidole, 145pp. 

General semantics provides an important methodology for 
facilitating isomorphic relationships between symbols and reality. 
Self feflexiveness is perhaps one of the more significant non- 
Aristotelian premises that helps form the bedrock of gerieral 
semantics. H is the process that enables one to form Sj^mbols and 
assemble words into statements- to use language to tali^, about 
language on a metalinguistic leveL 

Elwood Murray* in particular, advocated teaching the importance 
of awareness of selt refiexivehess with "checking" as a way of 
sensiti^iing the group rr»ember to his communicative behavior by 
er^abbng him to see himself as an ^'exiensionar' or relational manner 
outside himseH* This serves to encourege social j^ensltivlty and 
mental objectivity as similar **silenf* pictures of reality a»e validated* 
ir^reasing evaluational accuracy among group members. 

By operationaiizing self reflexiveness, this study suggested a 
positive relationship between self reflexiveness or perceptual 
accuracy at several human relations levels, high ranked/rated 
discussants, quality of the group product, level of intragroup 
metaperspective accuracy, and degree of mental ob|eclivHy preaant 
in the personality dimension. 



AN EXAMINATION OP THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
CRITICAL THINKING ABILITY AND RISK TAKING IN GROUP 
DISCUSSION WITH CONTROLS FOR SEX AND AGE 

Order No. DA6226765 
HO£MN, Douglas BtNiON* Pm.D, New York University, 1982. 156pp. 
Chairman; Professor George Fluharty 

The present study focused on an examination between critical 
thinking ability and risk taking In group discu&sion with controls for 
sex and age. It was determined that discussion groups with high 
critical thinkers would more closely parallel the attributes of reflective 
thinking than would discussion grou^is with low critical thinkers. In 
that case, those groups with high critical thinkers would evidence 
more of a group and less of an individual response. This would, 
therefore, explain the ri*;ky'Shjft phenomenon in terms of a rational- 
cognitive explar lation. 

Two hypotheses emeigeii from the need for and the objOctives of 
the present study,, Cach hypothesis addressed the issue of risk taking 
and criticeri thinking ability In gioup discussion. Hypothei^b one stated 
that a discussion group*s cr Itical thinking ability would have a 
relationship with the degree of rlsi^ that It assumed as a gioup with 
contiolji for sex and age This hypothesis sought to'establlsh that 
higher critical thinkers would take a greater risk than would lower 
critical thinkers. Hypothesis two stated that a discussion group with 

high critical thinkers would show a significantly greater shift to rkk 
than wouki discussion groups with middle or low critical thinkers with 
controls for sex and age. This hypothesis sought to explain the risky* 
shift in terms of critical thinking ability Sex and age were controlted 
for so as not to contaminate the results. 

Three-hundred and forty -five subjects were used forming sixty* 
nine discussion groups of five discussants per group. Groups were 
formed as all male or at) female based on critical thinking scores. 
Subjects each took the Choice Dilemmas Questionnaire II and the 
Watson-Glasser Critical Thinking Appraisal Groups then discussed 
and reached consensus on the twelve Items on this Choice Dilemmas 
Questionnaire 11 

A oneway analysis of variance and the Pearson product moment 
correlation coefficient was computed for both hypotheses Hypothesb 
one was rejected. The amount of risk taken by each group had no 
relationship with their level of critical thinking ability. Hypothesis two 
was confirmed at the .0001 level of significance A strong correlation 
^ ^s also found between critical thinking ability and shift to risk at 
*.56. These findings Indicated that as critical thinkipg ability Increased 
•o did the risky shift, y 

The findings therefore Indicated that the tisky shift phenomenon 
can be explained, at least in part, by a rational cognitive explanation. 
Critical thinking ability does have a significant relationship with the 
riiky Ihlft phenomenon. 



EVALUATION qp A COMMUNICATIONS SKILLS PROGRAM 
WITH STEPFATHER- ADOLESCENT MOTHER TRIADS 

OrdorNo.DA82^19616 
Howeu. EiMfR iLOto, Ph D, Umss mman*s University, 1982. 
127PP- 

The purpose of ihis sludy was lo evaluale a communicalioh skills 
proo^im called Families Living EflecUvely Toaelher (FLET): Ihe 
obiective was lo determine if FLET couW after significanl behavior 
wiUtin ihe blerujed family The central Ihemeu analyzed were altering 
pirtnting styles, enhancing family communication, improving marital 
•djustmenl, and reduci^ family streiis> 

The 22 stepfamily resporidents (132 subjects) whro completed this 
Qoiri ejiperimental program *ere randomly assigned and classified 
at Mper imental, n = 27. and control, n =i 17. The composition of 
•ich ileplamily included the femate parent, the male stepparent and 
it least orie adolescent child. 

Both the experimental and control group families were given a 
prttsst packet containing four paper pencil tnstrummts with 
ffwtrucllons for completion at home. This procedure was repeatt^d for 
ttm ttperlmental and control posttest following the five week training 
program The test instruments were the Famity Game, Parent^ 
Adoiascent Communkathn Inventory ^ Dyadic Adiu$tmeni Scaie, and 
Ba/)aWor Profilo Inventory. 

The data ^howed no statistical significance of improvement in the 
four axeas und«f investigation However, it can be inferred that most 
dysfuncltonal fimllJeJl tended to resist change, receive new parenting 
concepta slowly, intf lermlnale self growth actMttes pre maturely, 
thus avoiding adrauate closure on their dysfunction, 

7 
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COGNITIVE COMPLEXITY AND THE PERCEPTION OF 
INTERPERSONAL LOGICS , OrdtrNo. DA82ig8l6 * 

Jensen, A«tmu« DEvefly* Pm D. University of Massachusetts, 1982. 
136pp Director: Professor W Barnett Pearce 

The present study investigated tl^e role ol cognitive complexity as 
■ structural trait in predicting the types ol accounts people provide lor 
unwanted repetitive conversations between well- known others. 
Specifically, mbre complex subjects were expected to provide 
accounts which emphasized the interpersonal logit of the test couple 
0.t., how they behaved in relation to each other), while the leas 
complen subjects were expected to rely more on the intrapersonai 
(ogtc of one or both characters (i.e^^ their qualities as individuals). In 
addition, more complex subjects were expected to point out more 
situational factors which might inlluence the conversation while less 
complex subjects were thought to provide more global statements 
about the conversation and characters Involved. Finally, a test was 
conducted to see if more complex subjects perceived subtle 
dlttlnclions in the "reactive" and ''purposive" forces operating in 
•ac;h character's interpretation and regulation of the conversation 
wtiich less complex subjects did not perceive. 

A total of 45 female viewers of a popuiar soap opera were tested 
for level of cognitive complexity and asked to write accounts of a 
Incurring conversation between two characters from that show. 
Subjects were also asked to role play each character to assess their 
perception of the conversational forces operating. 

Results of the study indicated moderate support for the 
hypotheses concerning logic orientation and use of situational 
, accounts when the integrative dimension of cognitive complexity was 
«a«d asa predictor The hypotheses were not supported when 
cognitive differentiation or abstraction v?ere used as measures of 
complexity No support was generated for the research question . 
CorKerning drff orenct in perception of converaational forces As a 
i^ult of cofTfpte«ii(^lnterpretation of these findings and implications 
for further research are discussed. 



THE PARENT'ADOLESCENT DYAD IN THE FORMATIOf^ OF 
POLITICAL ATTITUDES AND PERCEPTIONS: POLITICAL 
DISCUSSION, POLITICAL INFORMATION AND PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS MASS MEDIA USE Order Klo. DA82 1 8019 

KfiNNAMER, James Davio* Ph D The Unkersh^' of Wkconsin « Madhon, 
1982. 166pp. Supervisor; Professor Steven H Chaffee 

This study investigated the eHecisj ol parent and adol^aicent levels 
of public affaKS mass media use and poHticat knowledge oh levels of 
parent adolescent political discussion, accuracy of the adolescent's 
perception ol parent political attitudes, and the adolescent's 
agreement with these attitudes. 

It was argued that similarity on political knowledge and public 
affairs mass media use would result in more political di&cu^lons 
between parents and their adolescent offspring it was also bxpecttd 
that the adolescent's accuracy in perceiving the parent would 
increase with parent adolescent discussion when the adolescent was 
equal to or greater than the parent in media use and Knowledge The 
final hypothesis proposed that the adolescent would be more likely to 
agree with the parent when discu*;3ion Is high and the adofeac^nt la 
lower than the parent on public affairs media use and political 
knowledge 

The data consisted of telephone interviews with 718 parent- 
adolescent pairs Irom homes selected at random in Wisconsin, 

The results lor ail three hypotheses were null. There were no 
effects ol parent adolescent sirntlarity on public allairs mass media 
use or political knowledge. A post hoc analysis showed » however, that 
the adolescent and parent individual levels ol media use and 
knowledge were all highly signilicant predictors of parent adolescent 
political discussion, but that their similarity or difference on theae 
variables was ol no consequence. 

The adolescent's accuracy was positively related to discussion 
only when the parent and adolescent were approximately equal on 
pul)lic allairs mass media use and political knowledge. 

Finaliyi no relationship was lound between agreement and parent 
adolescent discussion under any conditions ol parent adolescent 
similarity or difference. A post hoc analysis lound a tendency In two 
Instances lor agreement to be low when discussion was high and the 
parent is greater than the adolescent oh these variables^ This was the 
opposite ol whafhad been predicted. 

These null findings led to a rethinking of the original hypotheses. It 
was proposed that the family setting may bi one in which 6ther 
variables such aa parental support arul power relationships- may 
overshadow these variables. 



V 

COMMUNICATION EQUITY AND CONVERSATION IN 
MARITAL DYADS: A STRUCTURAL, FUNCTIONAL, AND 
TOPIC CHANGE ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC CONVERSATION 

Order No. DASa 18900 
KnaVer, Karl James^ Ph.D. Tha Unlvarslty of Olilahoma, 1982. 
273pp, Major Prolessor: Ralph E. Cooley 

This study examined separate public conversations betvifeen 
twelve husbands and wives in an effort to relate conversation 
behaviors to their perceptions of context*lree and context-specific 
communication equity; Couples were arrayed according to husbands' 
and wives' perceptions of context free and context specific 
^mmunication equity and ^re divided Into three cells (high. 
Indium, and low) lor both equity lormulationa. Conversation 
^haviora Were gathered Irom lour questions and then analyzed 
■Ccording to three systems: structural, lunctional, and topic chmga. 
Conversational behavior patterns, using constructa from eich of 
I'^Me three systems, v^re related to the three levels of context-free 
•nd context speclfic communication equity for each defined irriy. 
Because of the tight distributions resulting from the context-free and 
oontext ipeclfic communication equity instruments, only the high and 
^ ceils were analyzed. Equity theory best accounted lor 
convefsatlon patterns for the structural system, (brn-initiation, and 
toplC'Initiatlon, 



• SrUOfKT CCOiOOV: k CURilltULUM PROJECT IN 
INTEII#mONAL COMMUNICATION AND HELATIONSHIPS 

Ofd^fNo. DA«ai6l55 
Mamtiii* Euxamth Amn« Eo.O. W9yn9 Sfaft (/n/v9^/fy, 1962. 265pp. 

Th« pufpoM of this study was to ptm, implement, and evaluate a 
len week coune (as pan of the regtilai ci^rriculum) directed al^ 
impfovtng Itea than successful tenth grade students' sell^attitudn, 
interpeoonal relaUonehipa. and behavtori. 
' Umta) to ftfteen malM and females, the major criterion for 
Inelueion in this ctaas was lees individual student school and personal 
eucciees than one would expect fro m that %tudeni 

Addhlonat to specific evaluation guidelines which addressed 
pgfUctpants. facilitator, and others, e modified ASSET questionnaire 
wee administered dor^ng the first and final weeks of the course. 
Inrormstion generated by this was intended only as an indicator of ^ 
if^lvlduaJ progress, not as a statistical measure for tha entire group. 

Acsse study methodology was selected to accommodate the wide 
range of participant diversity and the multiplicity of factors which were 
possible catalysts of chsnge otsserved in the individuals 

Despite subjective affirmations of individual participant changes, 
only minoc changes were noted by ASSET results; however, it is 
specutalad that these changes at ir^ividual levels may have occurred. 

Students are surprised to realize they are not alone in their 
problem and fears; their peers have similar feelings. 

SMferits experiencing school-type problerrtt find self ^evaluation ^ • 
extfimely difficult, though helpful to themselvM^ 

Whto students with probterrv easily identify their own perceptions 
of aifectiveneas of a currlcutar direction or acthrity. they do not ag^ 
ee e group on that perception arnf cannot suggest specific future 
directions, curriculum, or activities. ' * 

Qrestest negative reactions to the aq|ivity/curriculum appear to be 
most evident in large group discussion and least so in a daily written 
synopsis by each parlicipant. Every individual, at some time had 
intrinsic, iraightful comment or observation to offer in daily written log 
comments. 

Teacher facitilator's perceptions of participants' classroom 
performances often vary sharply between facilitators, ar>d between 
students and facilitators. Sttudent disclosure revealed individuals* 
intrinsic awareness of their personal growth not readily observed In 
me classroom situation. ' 

Participation as a co-facilitator of the type of class and activities 
effected by this pro}ect encourages that teacher's movement toward a 
more experiential and student oriented format in other classes taught 
t>y that tefcher. 



Adiffererce was found in the diversion strstegy whereby both 
groups ranked diversion high in the first snd second social situations 
end very low in the fourth end fifth socist situstions. These differences 
were likely due to the particular type of situatiort described. The 
mejorlty of subjects, both teachers and parentSi responded with more 
cognitive reasons than social reasof»s to the five situations They also^^ 
responded more frequently with active answers: thar* passive snswers? 

Finatly. it was found that public schoo! teachers and parents who 
were from uppt^r mickjie clasJ^districts and prale&a»pf»aily educsled 
tiended to use the same strategies as the MorrtessDn teachers and 
perents In fact, there were no significant difterences between the 
ideal ranking of these five situations by these two grDups. 



HUMAN COMMUNICATION NETVVORKINO IN A 
TELECONFERENCING ENVIRONMENT Order No. 0A6220626 
Rics. RONALO Eugene. Ph.D. St^ntofd Univ9rsity, t582. 360pp. 

The objectives of this dissertation are (1) to study the 
communication networks of groups operating In a computer- 
conferencing environment. (2^ to portray how these patterns change 
over time. (3) te describe the nature of group- and system level 
structure, and (4) to discuss what implications these changes have 
far telecommunications djjsign and policy, The* chapters review end 
analyze topics such as telecommunications Impacts, varletlas of 
computsf -medlsted communication systems, the development of 
communicaticm theor/lo consider longitudinal networKs. and the 
range of enalytleal procedures appropriate for such research. Tf\e 
primary procedures used to detect and describe the commur^lcatloh 
patterns of interest, over time, include longitudinsl plots of useful 
communication ratioe. log-linear models of group structure. arKf 
trahsition matrices showir^g patterns of development in system 
structure. Additional procedures include clustering srKf 
multidimensional scaling. 

Overall, system stability In a large-scale telecommunications 
systorp comes to depend upon reciprocal information exchanges. 
Communication activity in such a system provides indices which 
could k>e used to detect groups^potential patterns of development. 
System structure change^ over time as groups occupy different rotes 
which are based on the flows of inforrriation within the system. For 
example, initial usage levels a7e not good indicators of eventual usage 
levels; and ''electronic migration" from group to group seems 
common. Whether the neture of the user group is task- or non task- 
oriented appears to influer^ce how the groups occ upy these roles. 
Finally, computer monitored longitudinai data and the network 
analysis program used seem to offer advantages and insights 
unavailable from traditional data and methods. 



COMMUI^ICATION STRATEGIES OF PUBLIC SCHOOL AND 
MONTESSORI PARENTS AND TEACHERS 

OrderNo. DA6216256 

No^vAK, Mawoahet CATMEMiNfe, pH,D. Th9 UntvrsHy df Wisconsin - 
Madisi^n, 1682 lOdpp. Supervisor: Professor Joseph Lawton 

Two important aspects of teaching and caring for children were 
explored using a questionnaire: coitirpunlcation preferences for 
talking to children ar^ assumptions about how children think about 
epeclRc things in various situations 

Forty parents and teachers from Montessorl Schools ar>d forty 
parents and teachers from Milwaukee Public Schools completed a 
questionnaire concerning four social situations and one factual. 
tKuetion. Parents ar>d teachers rsnked responses to eacKsituatlon 
from 1 to 5 or wrote an alternative response if none of those given 
were appropriate Parents and teachers also predicted what they 
woufd actually do in ee^ch situation and described their ideal response 
In each ca»e. 

In the second part of the questionnaire parents an^ teachers gave 
their vieA^ on how children understood ideas relating to time, 
another's point of view, and play The responses to the questionnaire 
by parents and teachers tended to reflect the basic philosophy of 
Montessorl education, which is based upon a cognitive constructivist 
model in v^htch rstionai authoritative and distancing strategies rank 
hiQher than diversion, normative authorttatlve, ind direct authoritative 
etreteoies^ Moreover, the beliefs and t>ehaviors of Montessorl parents 
end teaehsra tended to support this conclusion „ 



ERIC 



COMMONICATION barriers inhibiting sex EDiiCATION 
IN THE HOME Order No. DAd218782 

Rozcma.Hazel J . Ph.D. Un/vers/fy o/ Kansas. 1981; 142pp. 

Past research has shown that adolescents gain the ma]ority of 
their sex education from peers not parents. This study investigates 
the effect of four variables on the amount of sex education provided it 
1 home: (1) defensive communication climate. (2) sex of the parent 
(S) degree of religiosity of the parents, and (4) degree of attitude 
etmllarity betvtreen parents ar^d children about sexuality. 

A descriptive questionnaire with Likert scales was administered to 
194 undergraduates at the University of Kansas. Based on a factor 
enalyais, JackXBIbb's 12 categories of supportive artd defensive 
behaviors were collapsed into one communication climate acore. 

The results of t*tests and one way analyses of variance showed ' 
that (1) Peers not parents provide the majority of sex information (p 
<.001). (2) Mothers provide more sex information than fathers (p< 
i)01). (3) During discussions of sexuality, the communication tllmats 
between adolescents and parents Is more defensive than the cttmate 
between peers (p < .001) (4) The degree of religiosity of parents does 
no! affect the amount of sex Information conveyed or the degree of 
defenslveness in the communication climate during discussions of 
esa^allty between parents and children. (5) Parents who share similar 
eemjal values with their children also provided more sex information 
(p< .001). (6) Supportive communication climates between parents 
end children correlate with parents sharing more sex information with 
lhe<r chitdr^. (7) Mates hsve e more supportive communication 
cflmate with their faUwrs ^an females during sex ulks (p < .001). 
However. femelM have a more supportive communication climate 
when discussing sexuality wfth their same^sex friends thsn do males 



ipnnl«ehicl Mncflont i^Kxil 

tnhinM pirtitt-etild tofflfmintcflHoii. MilM oaln Hfllt ttx tducatlon 
Iraro piftnte and hM • Mtnchw elmii^ 
tuggtaiont trt gfvtn torfubjra rtmrch tnd for ttx •ducatfon 
•tmin art to cc^bH OiiM bai riam. 



Tha dipandent varitbte was the amount of Interviewee aa(f 
disctofura A self report Questionnake. administered imrrmdtately 
following the tnterviaw.jtfas one measur^ setf disclosure. Setf 
dlactosura was also measured by trainedycoders who coded audio 
tapes of the interviewvs. 

trxjependent variables were the leve( of interviewer 
presumptuoosness and inlervieA'ee 8©4. Interviewer 
presumptuousness was deter mi r>e^/l5y coding of audio tapes of the 
interview 



iNTERFEflSONAL RELATIONSHIPS AS REFLECTED IN 
tEARNINO STYLE PREFERENCES: A STUDY OF ELEVENTH 
GRADE STUDENTS AND THEIR ENGLISH TEACHERS IN A 
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL Order No. DA52 1 5625 

STtiNAueii. Makt HeuN. Ph.D. South9rn UUnol$ UnlvrsftY af 
CaftK>nda/e* 1962. Oepp 

Ba&% tntarpersonal studies and cognitive styte research have 
shown that matching individuals on certain charactori^cs or values 
can produce not only harmony, but a more productive relaUonahlp. 
But in the critical teacher student relationship, does matching 
laachara with students on certain learning style characteristics or 
prafarances raauft in better classroom performance? faults of 
matcf^ng teachers and students using a variety of instrumanu has 
produoad inconsistent reautta. 

In thia study, the subjects were four English teachers and 137 
eleventh grade students in a two-year vocational school in Ohio The 
atudanta represented 22 7% of the i ith grade and 26 dmerent 
vocatjonal programs. The teachera and atudents were matched on 21 
laam^ng atyte preferences, baaed on thair responsea to two 
inatmmanta designed by Dunn, Dunn, and Price. The teachers were 
given (ha Productivfty Environmental Preference Sunrey. designed 
end rKMtned for adulta; tha atudenta virere given the Learning Styie 
Iffwanfory. designed and normed for students In grades 3-12. 

Standard scores computed by Price Systoms were uaed; then 

difarance acoraa between teachera and atudents on 21 teaming style 
prefaf«ncea were caleutatad. Thaaa diff af ence acorea ware used as 
tha 21 predictor vartabtaa. and the fim aameater grade In Engtlah was 

yaad aa the erilerton vartabla in a muttipla ragreaaJon aquaUon* 
Analyiia ahowad that the 21 variabtas In tha equation axplalnad only 
1^% of the variance wWiln the .05 tevef of confidence. Whan the 
dichotomous variable, sex. and dummy varieties to identify teachera 
ware added, aex and Teacher # 3 proved to be the only slgnmcant 
variables An analysis of variance showed femaiea to receive higher 
gradae. aa had been expected. 

Atthough none of the learning styfa variat^ea proved to be a good 
predictor of gradea, there was a noticeable pattern between certain 
learning style preferences and certain vocational programa^ It la 
suggested that larger samptaa be taken of students In Individual 
vocations} programa to provide program profll^^ Uain(^these profilee 
as a data base, the Dunn. Dunn, and Price Instruments might be 
explored for their potential uses In career counseling. 



THE EFFECTS OF INTERVIEWER PRESUMPTU0U6NESS AND 
INTERVIEWEE SEX ON INTERVIEWEE SELF DISCLOSURE IN 
A FEMALE CONDUCTED COUNSELING INTERVIEW 

^ Order No. DAa22l985 

SuiltvAN, CHf s>4A R.,E[> 0 Umqs Tech University, 1982. 95pp 
Chairman Dr Gerald D. Parr 

The issue of self disclosure is a topic of interest for researchers In 
personality \heorf. clinical psycholoQy. aociaf psychology, 
communicalic^ and other related fields While many variables have 
been eiamincd, one variable, interviewer presumptuousness, has not 
been eKamioed in terms of its effect on Interviewee self disclosure. 
Amount of speaker presumptuousness can be determined by a • 
coding method using eight verbal response modes. Examinations of 
this vtriabie in other dyadic context, eg, teachef student, has yielded 
aJgniflcant findings with relevant implications Determination of the 
affect of interviewer presumptuousness and interviewee se* on 
Interviewee self disclosure was the purpose of this study 

Subitcts used in this study were 64 students enrolled in an 
JnterpOTonal Communication course at Texas Tech University The 
t««t»#v4«wtrs participating in this study were 16 farnale students 
y »lad In an Intarvlawlng Skills c 



w-^ T ^ .M .1. — • couraa at Texas Tech University. 

E RI C frilarvlawaf conducted four tape recorded Intarvlewa (l.e., two 
mHta I famata Marvfawaa* two wffh a mate Inlaiviawea). 



MALE GEND€R ROL£ ORIENTATION AS A PREDICTOR OF 
CONFIRMATION/DISCONFIRMATION COMKAUNlCATIVe 
BEHAVIOR IN MARITAL DYADS Order No. DA621 0098 

VEer<CNOALU Thomas Lec, Ph.D. Un/vers//y o/ Denver. 1962. 107pp. 

The purpose of this study was to answer the questions (a) Are 
husbands' gender-role or^ntations related to their 
COnflrmatlon/disconfirmation behavior when tf>ey Interact with their 
wives? and (b) Are husbands* ger^der role orientations related to thair 
wives* perceived confirrt^ation? The relationship between male 
gdrKfer role orientation and confirmatton/disconflrmatlon behavior 
was investigated in the marital dyad. 

Thirty eight married couples participated In the study by 
completing test booklets and 15-minute discussion tapes. Trained 
fudges coded confirmation/disconflrmatlon frequencies of male 
responses from the 15- minute discussion tapes Interrater reliability 
was established iMtween and among the Judges through application 
of pair wise correlations and Kendairs Coefficient of Concordance W 
(8M and 96 2), Male acorea from the BSRI along with frequency and 
percentage scores obtained from a modified version of Sieburg*s 
Interpersonal Responsiveness Category system were used'to answer 
question one. Male scores frorh the Bern Sex Role Inventory (BSRI) 
and femafe scores from the Perceived Confirmation Scale (PCS) ware 
•uaed to answer question two. 

Although none of the hypotheses were supported, support for 
hypothesis one was established In the direction opp<^te that of the 
prediction. Results indicated that wives of sex typed msles perceived 
their hU8bar>ds aa more confirming than wives of all other males In the 
study (df • 30. t • 2.51. p • .017). No other relationships were 
found. 



RELATIONSHIPS AMOI^O FAMILY OF ORIGIN. PERSONAL 
SKILLS, AMD SELECTED INTERPERSONAL FAClLlTATlVE 
SKILLS Order No DA8225400 

„ WaIKIr, Micmaeu RAf , Eo D. East Tekas State Unhef^iit^, 1982.. 99pp. 
Adwbt^f J R. Paul Johnson 

Purpose ot the Stud^.-. This study was designed Id (inve5tigaie the ' 
relationships among selecled inler persona! facMitatlwe sKijIs, personal 
sklllsii and perceived health of !he family of origin. 

Procodureo The population for the pretient study was comprised ol 
beginning counselor trainees enrolled In Guidance 510; "Introduction 
to Counseling/ During the first scheduled class meeiing, the students 
completed the Anderson Family of Origin Scale (AFOS) and the 
Personal Skills Miip (PSM). Each counselor tralr>ee also completed an 
audio couriselif ig tape* a ten minute segment of which was rated by 
three expert raters usirig the Carkhuff Scales Empathic 
UrKlef standing in Interpersonal Processes: A Scale for Measurement 
(EUlP) and Gro^^ Ratings of Facilitative Interpersonal Functioning 
Scale (GRFI^'). The AFOS and the PSM were scored, and statistical 
analyses were then conducted to teat the hypotheses. 

findings Significant positive relationships were obtained between 
the counselor trainees* ratings on the EUlP and their scores on the 
Self ^steenii Empathy^ and Drive Strength scales of the PSM and 
between their scores on the Stress Management scale ol the PSM ar>d 
their Total Score on the AFOS SigrMficant negative relationships were 
obtained between the counselor trainees' ratings on the GRFF arKi 
their scores on the AFOS subscales of Intimacy^ Autonomy* arnJ Total 
Score. 

Conclusions. The findings in this study warrant the following 
conclusions: (1) The counselor trainees* empathic communication 
was significantly related to their personal skills of self esteem, 
empathy, and drive strength. (2) The counselor trainees' perceived 
health of ^e (a^Mly of origin was significantly related to their stress 
manaoement skill (3) The coun^lor trainees* overall facilitative 
Interpersonal functioning was significantly inversely related to their 
ptrceh/ed health erf the family of origin. 



